
?

forma interrogativa

forma affermativa forma negativa
+ -

forma interrogativa risposte brevi

Can I swim? Yes, you can. / No, you can’t.

Can you swim? Yes, I can. / No, I can’t.

Can he / she / it swim? Yes, he / she / it can. / No, he / she / it can’t.

Can we swim? Yes, you can. / No, you can’t.

Can you swim? Yes, we can. / No, we can’t.

Can they swim? Yes, they can. / No, they can’t.

forma intera forma contratta

I cannot swim I can’t swim

you cannot swim you can’t swim

he / she / it cannot swim he / she / it can’t swim

we cannot swim we can’t swim

you cannot swim you can’t swim

they cannot swim they can’t swim

I can swim
you can swim
he / she / it can swim
we can swim
you can swim
they can swim
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Can può essere usato per esprimere abilità.
 I can count to 100 in English. So contare fino a cento in inglese.

Can è un verbo modale. Tutti i verbi modali seguono le stesse regole:
• Hanno soltanto una forma per tutte le persone.
 I can dance. He can dance. We can dance.
• Non vogliono la -s alla terza persona singolare he, she o it.
 He can dance. NON He cans dance.
•  Sia la forma affermativa che quella negativa sono sempre seguite 

da un altro verbo alla forma base.
 I can play football. So giocare a calcio.
 He can sing. Sa cantare.
 She can’t ski. Non sa sciare.
•  Don’t / Doesn’t non si usano mai nelle frasi negative con can e  

gli altri modali.
 He can’t do karate. NON He doesn’t can do karate.

can (abilità)


